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maintenance and establishment. But if the young king
was given little share in the administration of his kingdom,
he was not stinted in the matter of wives. No less than
three brides were bestowed on him. The eldest was Tukabai
of the Mohites of Nevas, the second Jaukibai of the Mohites
of Ving, the third Sagunabai daughter of Barhanji
Mohite.

The Peshwa had taken every precaution that human
foresight could conceive. But his situation was so full of
dangers that only consummate skill could surmount them.
Tarabai's intrigues were a constant menace to Balajfs
safety. Old age had not chilled her ambition; and she soon

Realised that the Peshwa meant merely to use her name
and to retain in his own hands the full powers of the state.
Again what attitude would Raghuji Bhosle take? Would
he denounce Rarnraja as an impostor? Would he declare
himself independent? Would he join the Nizam in an
attack on the Maratha kingdom? The third question which
confronted the harassed minister was how to deal with
the Pratinidhi. Strictly speaking, Jagjivan's rank was as
high as his own. Jagjivan's brother Shripatrao had been
the nearest friend of the late king. His father Parashuram
Trimbak had been a hero of the War of Independence.
To condemn Jagjivan to perpetual imprisonment would
cause deep offence to the Maratha nobles and would unite
them all against him. Faced by a Deccan party of such
formidable strength, the Peshwa would be helpless. Lastly
how long would Ramraja suffer his minister to manage his
kingdom, with wives and flatterers at his ear, urging him
continually to free himself ?

While  Balaji  pondered  over  these  riddles,  Raghuji

, Bhosle arrived in Satara. But years had softened his
turbulent spirit and he soon let Balaji know that he would
riot, if confirmed in his eastern possessions, disturb the
peace of the realm. Balaji willingly granted his demands
and issued a sanad giving him full powers in Bengal,
Berar and Gondwana, He added to these provinces an